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(i) Public lands means any lands or in-
terest in lands owned by the United
States and administered by the Sec-
retary of the Interior through the Bu-
reau of Land Management, except
lands located on the Outer Continental
Shelf and lands held for the benefit of
Indians, Aleuts and Eskimos.

(j) Resource area means a geographic
portion of a Bureau of Land Manage-
ment district. It is the administrative
subdivision whose manager has pri-
mary responsibility for day-to-day re-
source management activities and re-
source use allocations and is, in most
instances, the area for which resource
management plans are prepared and
maintained.

(k) Resource management plan means a
land use plan as described by the Fed-
eral Land Policy and Management Act.
The resource management plan gen-
erally establishes in a written docu-
ment:

(1) Land areas for limited, restricted
or exclusive use; designation, including
ACEC designation; and transfer from
Bureau of Land Management Adminis-
tration;

(2) Allowable resource uses (either
singly or in combination) and related
levels of production or use to be main-
tained;

(3) Resource condition goals and ob-
jectives to be attained;

(4) Program constraints and general
management practices needed to
achieve the above items;

(5) Need for an area to be covered by
more detailed and specific plans;

(6) Support action, including such
measures as resource protection, access
development, realty action, cadastral
survey, etc., as necessary to achieve
the above;

(7) General implementation se-
quences, where carrying out a planned
action is dependent upon prior accom-
plishment of another planned action;
and

(8) Intervals and standards for moni-
toring and evaluating the plan to de-
termine the effectiveness of the plan
and the need for amendment or revi-
sion.

It is not a final implementation deci-
sion on actions which require further
specific plans, process steps, or deci-

sions under specific provisions of law
and regulations.

§ 1601.0–6 Environmental impact state-
ment policy.

Approval of a resource management
plan is considered a major Federal ac-
tion significantly affecting the quality
of the human environment. The envi-
ronmental analysis of alternatives and
the proposed plan shall be accom-
plished as part of the resource manage-
ment planning process and, wherever
possible, the proposed plan and related
environmental impact statement shall
be published in a single document.

§ 1601.0–7 Scope.
(a) These regulations apply to all

public lands.
(b) These regulations also govern the

preparation of resource management
plans when the only public land inter-
est is the mineral estate.

§ 1601.0–8 Principles.
The development, approval, mainte-

nance, amendment and revision of re-
source management plans will provide
for public involvement and shall be
consistent with the principles de-
scribed in section 202 of the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of
1976. Additionally, the impact on local
economies and uses of adjacent or near-
by non-Federal lands and on non-public
land surface over federally-owned min-
eral interests shall be considered.

Subpart 1610—Resource
Management Planning

§ 1610.1 Resource management plan-
ning guidance.

(a) Guidance for preparation and
amendment of resource management
plans may be provided by the Director
and State Director, as needed, to help
the District and Area Manager and
staff prepare a specific plan. Such guid-
ance may include the following:

(1) National level policy which has
been established through legislation,
regulations, executive orders or other
Presidential, Secretarial or Director
approved documents. This policy may
include appropriately developed re-
source management commitments,
suct as a right-of-way corridor crossing
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several resource areas, which are not
required to be reexamined as part of
the planning process.

(2) Analysis requirements, planning
procedures and other written informa-
tion and instructions required to be
considered in the planning process.

(3) Guidance developed at the State
Director level, with necessary and ap-
propriate governmental coordination
as prescribed by § 1610.3 of this title.
Such guidance shall be reconsidered by
the State Director at any time during
the planning process that the State Di-
rector level guidance is found, through
public involvement or other means, to
be inappropriate when applied to a spe-
cific area being planned.

(b) A resource management plan
shall be prepared and maintained on a
resource area basis, unless the State
Director authorizes a more appropriate
area.

(c) An interdisciplinary approach
shall be used in the preparation,
amendment and revision of resource
management plans as provided in 40
CFR 1502.6. The disciplines of the pre-
parers shall be appropriate to the val-
ues involved and the issues identified
during the issue identification and en-
vironmental impact statement scoping
stage of the planning process. The Dis-
trict or Area Manager may use any
necessary combination of Bureau of
Land Management staff, consultants,
contractors, other governmental per-
sonnel, and advisors to achieve an
interdisciplinary approach.

§ 1610.2 Public participation.
(a) The public shall be provided op-

portunities to meaningfully participate
in and comment on the preparation of
plans, amendments and related guid-
ance and be given early notice of plan-
ning activities. Public involvement in
the resource management planning
process shall conform to the require-
ments of the National Environmental
Policy Act and associated imple-
menting regulations.

(b) The Director shall, early in each
fiscal year, publish a planning schedule
advising the public of the status of
each plan in process of preparation or
to be started during that fiscal year,
the major action on each plan during
that fiscal year and projected new

planning starts for the 3 succeeding fis-
cal years. The notice shall call for pub-
lic comments on projected new plan-
ning starts so that such comments can
be considered in refining priorities for
those years.

(c) Upon starting the preparation,
amendment or revision of resource
management plans, public participa-
tion shall be initiated by a notice pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER and
appropriate media, including news-
papers of general circulation in the
State, adjoining States where the Dis-
trict Manager deems it appropriate,
and the District. This notice may also
constitute the scoping notice required
by regulation for the National Environ-
mental Policy Act (40 CFR 1501.7). This
notice shall include the following:

(1) Description of the proposed plan-
ning action;

(2) Identification of the geographic
area for which the plan is to be pre-
pared;

(3) The general types of issues antici-
pated;

(4) The disciplines to be represented
and used to prepare the plan;

(5) The kind and extent of public par-
ticipation opportunities to be provided;

(6) The times, dates and locations
scheduled or anticipated for any public
meetings, hearings, conferences or
other gatherings, as known at the
time;

(7) The name, title, address and tele-
phone number of the Bureau of Land
Management official who may be con-
tacted for further information; and

(8) The location and availability of
documents relevant to the planning
process.

(d) A list of individuals and groups
known to be interested in or affected
by a resource management plan shall
be maintained by the District Manager
and those on the list shall be notified
of public participation activities. Indi-
viduals or groups may ask to be placed
on this list. Public participation ac-
tivities conducted by the Bureau of
Land Management shall be documented
by a record or summary of the prin-
cipal issues discussed and comments
made.

The documentation together with a list
of attendees shall be available to the
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